
ZA Report for March 12, 2018 PC Meeting
Approved Applications

• Fram-Hermansen Hebron Road Subdivision: This is a two-lot subdivision of their 265 acre property on 
Hebron Road. The new +-80 acre lot that has been subdivided is closer to the D&H Rail Trail that runs along 
and nearby Route 153, with access via a right-of-way across the Armentrout (formerly Eucker) property on 
Route 153 and also across the rail trail. Borge Hermansen has said that another subdivision application may 
be forthcoming as described below under potential projects, which would be subject to DRB review. 

Pending Applications
• Blomberg Kent Hollow Road Subdivision: Axel and Donna Blomberg have submitted an application for a 

two-lot subdivision of property located at 1683 Kent Hollow Road. I believe the overall lot size is about 100 
acres and the subdivision would create one new lot, about 2 acres in size, around the mobile home currently 
on the property. The Blombergs had filed a subdivision map with the town in about 2016 did not submit an 
application at that time. They are working with John Thrasher and their surveyor Tim Chmielewski to provide 
the appropriate density language with the application and an updated survey.

Potential Projects
• I met with Borge Hermansen to discuss two additional subdivisions that he and Janet Fram are considering. 

One of these would further subdivide the Hebron Road property, potentially creating three new lots of 
varying sizes. The remaining parent lot would include the existing residence on the property. Borge was 
planning to meet with his surveyor, Larry Parks, after our meeting to discuss his ideas in more detail. The 
second project would be a two-lot subdivision of the shop property on Route 315, creating a new lot 
containing the barn that faces Clark Road. Both of these subdivisions would be subject to DRB review. 

• Barry Randell met on-site with a consultant about the feasibility of a two-lot subdivision of property he owns 
along Pawlet Mountain Road, adjacent to their house property on Antone Mountain View Road. The 
property in question is about 33 acres in size, in the Resource Management and Forest Conservation 
Overlay Districts. He said the consultant "seems to be pretty confident that the soil tests should be ok given 
the location and slope of the land, etc. I am going to go ahead and list the property and see if we get some 
interest and then will do the soil test and thereafter apply for the subdivision approval." Mr. Randell said he 
would keep me informed of his progress. No application has been received to date.

Other Business
• Susana Aldanondo contacted me recently in response to a letter I sent her regarding their property at 1105 

Route 153 in West Rupert. They have recently renovated an outbuilding behind the main house to create a 
living space for their family as a result of challenges posed by conditions in the house. At the moment they 
don't know whether the current living situation will be temporary or permanent. They do not plan to move 
back into the main house, though, until it's been renovated and made suitable for their family. It's not clear to 
me yet that the outbuilding had ever been used as a living space in the past. The town has apparently had 
an environmental enforcement officer from the Vermont DEC and Compliance Division out to inspect the 
property.  I haven't heard from anyone at the town office yet about the results of that inspection, which may 
in any case be separate from any zoning concerns. 

• The Selectboard and "town green committee" will continue to develop planning and use concepts for the 
town green property in light of the survey comments recently received from residents. I expect all involved 
would appreciate the Planning Commission's participation in this process. 



• A group of interested residents has been researching the feasibility and developing a plan that would allow it 
to purchase the Sheldon Store property on Route 153 next to the town green property. The property is 
currently used as a residence. The group would like to return the building to its roots as a store, cafe, and 
community space. This effort is still in its early stages with some uncertainties still to be resolved. The 
property is in the Village Center District and the project would involve a change of use. There is some 
discrepancy in the land use regulations between the use summary table and the more detailed VC District 
description in chapter 2. As has occurred on occasion in the past, the DRB may need to address this 
discrepancy at some future date. 

• The town received a generic inquiry from Tesla Energy Operations regarding permitting and/or inspection 
requirements for a variety of products they offer relating to solar installations, storage, electrical vehicles, 
and re-roofing projects. Perhaps we can review their letter at our meeting so that I can respond accordingly. 

• We also received an inquiry from someone considering purchasing the Braymer property on Route 153 next 
to the firehouse. She had questions about a potential home occupation or home-based business and an 
accessory apartment among other things. She also asked whether the town would declare a house to be 
"un-livable" or uninhabitable, leaving her unable to live there after she's purchased it. She apparently 
experienced a similar action in another state where she had purchased a house in the past. I told her I was 
not aware of any such provision in the town's land use regulations or of the town having taken such an 
action in the past. Andrea Lenhardt said she would check with Kelli Raymond about it but was unaware of 
the town ever deeming a house "un-livable" unless there was a septic or water problem. 

March 11, 2018  
John La Vecchia, Jr., ZA


