
ZA Report for October 8, 2018 PC Meeting
Approved Applications

• None.  
Pending Applications

• Maher Guest House: The DRB held a hearing for the project at the September 10 meeting. A final written 
decision may still be forthcoming. I stopped by the site on October 2, at which time foundation excavation 
work appeared to be underway. I also met with Michael Maher about the project on October 5 and he 
indicated plans for a 24'x58' (1392 s.f.) footprint for the building. Please see below under Other Business for 
further discussion about this meeting and any potential conflict of interest concerns going forward. 

• Roberts Residence Addition: Craig Roberts and his contractor Mark Breen submitted an application for a 
24'x24' garage and 15'x22' second floor connector addition to his house, located at 5298 Route 315 in the 
Rural Residential District. The project involves a driveway extension across a relatively steep part of the 
property. The project was referred to the DRB for conditional use review on September 19 and the hearing 
will take place at the October meeting. I emailed updated information about the project to DRB members on 
September 30. I believe Craig, Mark, and the project engineer Chris Ponessi will all attend the meeting and 
Chris will have a plan with additional updates. 

• Leach Heifer Barn: We received an application from Ken Leach for a heifer barn to be located at the dairy 
farm at 2710 Route 30. While it may be exempt from local permitting requirements, I reached out to Ken 
about the size and location of this farm structure but have yet to hear back from him about it. 

• Maier Residence: Larry and Traci Maier submitted an application for an addition to their camp located at 
1217 Kent Hollow Road. The plan sketches show an existing deck, mudroom, and sheds to be removed and 
a larger 16'x30' addition to be constructed in their place. The application doesn't yet show the location of the 
building on the property so I will contact the Maier's to request some additional information. 

• Albyn Outbuilding: Mary Albyn submitted an application for a 40'x24' pole barn that she and Peter Palmer 
would like to construct at her property at 5759 Route 315. The property is in the Village Residential District, 
where accessory structures have a front setback that is 20' minimum from the principal building frontline. 
Site constraints may present challenges to a building placement such as this and we have been in contact 
to discuss things in more detail. I may suggest that Mary and/or Peter consider attending a DRB meeting to 
discuss what options might be available to them. They may plan to start construction in December this year.

Potential Projects
• Builder Scott Bourhill contacted me with updated information about the new residence he expects to 

construct for Dan and Kelle Lloyd, to be located at 454 Rogers Road. The design has been revised such 
that there should no longer be concerns about exceeding the 35' maximum height noted in Section 3.08 of 
the land use regulations. Scott has also suggested that the owners may decide to construct an accessory 
dwelling or guest house first, with the main house to follow at a later date. If so, we may need to decide how 
to treat this with regard to permitting for the two structures. We are planning to meet on site at some point  
to discuss the project in more detail. No application has been received to date. 

• We have not had any further discussion about the Merck Forest yurt project since the last meeting but will 
make a point to follow up with Rob Terry about it. No application has been received to date.



Other Business
• Michael Maher contacted me on October 2 about the possibility of having me draw a foundation plan for him 

for his guest house project. Coincidentally I had stopped by the site earlier the same day to see if there had 
been any further driveway or other work since my last visit (see above). I told Michael I would want discuss 
this with the PC and DRB to review an potential or perceived conflict of interest between my ZA role in 
Rupert and work as a building designer at rk Miles in Manchester before agreeing to any drawing work. As 
noted above, he has a 24'x58' building footprint in mind and the site appears to be excavated in anticipation 
of a full basement foundation. I believe he would like to start construction this fall and then perhaps pause it 
before continuing in the spring. At this time he has only asked about a foundation plan drawing for the 
project. While he has refined his ideas about the building, he didn't have any other construction drawings 
and I don't know what else he might need or inquire about in the future. 

• I have not talked to Ken Saunders directly about the building project that appears to be underway at his 
property on Pawlet Mountain Road but did speak with someone else at the house about it. They thought the 
building was planned as an agricultural structure and therefore would not require a permit. While that may 
be the case, some information is still required and I told them I would try to reach Ken again to discuss it 
further. They thought the plan was to construct the foundation and pour a floor slab this year and then 
continue with construction next year after the sugaring season. I will try to follow up further with Ken about it. 

• Andrea Lenhardt referred Ron Nagle to me with a question about permitting requirements if removing an 
existing barn and replacing it with a smaller shed (larger than 120 s.f.) located within the existing footprint at 
his property on Rogers Road. The barn had deteriorated, had to be taken down, and was quite close to the 
road. The new shed is sited such that it will be further from the road. We had a brief conversation without 
knowing any more about the property or its location and thought that generally speaking no permit would be 
required. I may have erred in saying that without first researching it further. When later visiting the Maher 
site it looked like the new shed was already in place. I would like to follow up with Ron about it to clarify a 
few things but we haven't talked or met on site yet. 

• I have had inquiries from two different parties about the property at 220 Route 30, which they referred to as 
the former Wilkins house/shop property on the east side of the road just north of the Route 315 intersection. 
The property is apparently for sale and both of them had questions about using and potentially moving 
buildings in the FHO and FEHO Districts. We discussed the issues and regulations at some length so they 
both have a better understanding of what is involved. No further action is required at this time but they may 
want to revisit the topic at a later date. 

October 7, 2018  
John La Vecchia, Jr., ZA


