
ZA Report for January 7, 2019 PC Meeting 
 
Approved Applications 

 None. 
 
Pending Applications 

 Brodgesell/McAleenan Boundary Line Adjustment: John Thrasher submitted an application for a boundary 
line adjustment between the Brodgesell and McAleenan properties, located on Rogers Road and at 177 
Dorset West Road respectively. The Brodgesell property is listed as a 0.40-acre parcel located in the 
Village Residential District. The McAleenan property is listed as a 3.68-acre parcel located in the Village 
Neighborhood District. The proposed adjustment will increase the Brodgesell parcel by 0.43 acres and 
decrease the McAleenan parcel accordingly. A related application is listed below. 

  
 Young/McAleenan Boundary Line Adjustment: John Thrasher also submitted an application for a boundary 

line adjustment between the Young and McAleenan properties, located on Rogers Road and at 183 Dorset 
West Road respectively. The Young property is listed as a 0.36-acre parcel located in the Village 
Residential District. The McAleenan property is listed as a 3.68-acre parcel located in the Village 
Neighborhood District. The proposed adjustment will increase the Young parcel by 0.05 acres and decrease 
the McAleenan parcel accordingly. A related application is listed above. Taken together, the McAleenan 
property will be reduced from 3.68 to 3.20 acres as a result of both boundary adjustments. 

  
 Fram-Hermansen 976 Hebron Road Subdivision: Borge Hermansen previously submitted an application for 

a 4-lot subdivision of the property where their house is located on Hebron Road. Three new lots are 
planned to be created out of the +-188.25-acre parcel. These new lots are approximately 11.25 acres, 
57.25 acres, and 75 acres in size. The remaining parent parcel including the house will then be 
approximately 44.75 acres. A draft survey from Parks Associates is included with the application. This 
follows a previous two-lot subdivision of the original +-265.5-acre property in 2017. Borge deferred this 
application at the August 6, 2018 meeting. He noted recently that he might accept an offer on one of the 4 
proposed lots and so would like to proceed with the application, which is subject to DRB review. A hearing 
is scheduled to be held during the January 2019 meeting. Some DRB members had earlier expressed 
interest in a site visit as part of this review, which could be considered and scheduled as part of the hearing 
if appropriate. 

Potential Projects 
 I received correspondence from Lori Soderlind regarding her property on Route 153, located behind the 

McKeighan Residence. Her plan is to renovate one of the existing structures on the property, move it onto a 
new foundation adjacent to its current location, and convert it to a residence. Some of this work is 
underway. Lori said she expects to complete her application this week and submit it shortly thereafter. 

 
 Rob Terry inquired about permitting, setbacks, and any other restrictions regarding signage at Merck 

Forest. He said they are considering reorienting and/or replacing the sign at the entrance to the property. I 
relayed some information to him from the land use regulations and expect we may discuss it further, along 
with the yurt project. 

 
Other Business 

 Jed Rubin is working with Catherine Bryars from the BCRC on enhanced energy planning for the town. 
There is funding available to pursue this effort. In an email Catherine said the process “is designed to give 
towns a better understanding of their energy use as well as greater say in how renewable energy facilities 
are sited in the community.” This process will likely involve monthly committee meetings “for 9 to 12 months 
and would culminate in a new energy chapter for the Town Plan with policies and maps specific to local 
energy use and goals for reducing total energy use in the coming decades.” Jed has been working to form 
this committee and start the process. 

  
 On a related noted, the BCRC recently announced a Southwestern Vermont Regional Energy Forum taking 

place on Thursday, January 31 from 5:30-7:30 PM at the Martha Canfield Library in Arlington. The event is 
open to all and an RSVP is appreciated but not required. More information is available from the BCRC at 
(802) 442-0713 ext. 9. 

  



 Donald Campbell from the Vermont Land Trust said he is awaiting an update from landowner Kirk 
Marckwald and surveyor Tim Chmielewski regarding the possibility of conserving a large portion of the 
Marckwald property, which is located near the intersection of Routes 153 and 315 with some frontage along 
Route 153. The current proposal excludes approximately 27 acres from conservation. It’s not clear yet 
whether this will be accomplished by subdivision, boundary adjustment, or some combination of the two, or 
whether a hearing will be involved. The VLT map of the current proposal was included with last month’s 
report. The possibility of this project was first discussed in the summer and fall of 2016 and reflected in 
meeting minutes from that time. 

 
 
January 6, 2019 
John La Vecchia, Jr., ZA 
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