
ZA Report for May 6, 2019 PC Meeting 
 
Approved Applications 
Lourie Subdivision: Mark Lourie inquired about survey requirements for the final plat to be recorded, “given the 
clarity of the boundaries for both lots”. I’ve asked for Charlie Rockwell and John Thrasher’s input and will relay 
this to Mark after receiving it from them. 
 
Golobish Barn: David Golobish provided a sketch showing a slightly revised building location and footprint for the 
barn building previously approved for his property at 63 Sykes Hollow Road. The building footprint will be slightly 
smaller and built into the hill so that it will now have an accessible second floor. The building size and location 
shown in the sketch still complies with the regulations and approved permit. 
 
Pending Applications 
Gaudreau Residence: Paul and Kathi Gaudreau submitted an application for a 36’x42’ accessory structure to be 
located on their property at 1104 Kent Hollow Road. The property is in the Resource Management and Forest 
Conservation Overlay Districts. We met on-site to review the Flood Hazard and Fluvial Erosion Hazard Overlay 
(or River Corridor) District boundaries that cross the property along White Creek. The Gaudreau’s were aware of 
the Flood Hazard Area but not the River Corridor. After our meeting they sent a revised map adjusting the 
planned building location out of both areas. 
 
Patrick Sign: I met with Gordon Patrick about a sign he had recently installed near the intersection of Route 153 
and Hebron Road on a neighboring property for what appears to be a home occupation at his house on Hebron 
Road. Gordon recalled an earlier conversation where he thought I told him a sign permit would not be required. If 
so, that information was given in error and I apologized to him for any miscommunication. He then submitted an 
application for the sign, which appeared to comply with our regulations. Shortly afterward he was informed by 
several other people that off-premises signs such as this are prohibited by state regulations and advised to 
remove it as it would be considered a billboard. He did so and is now planning to install it in his property in some 
manner. His application will be revised accordingly. A separate note about sign permit application fees is included 
below. 
 
Soderlind Residence: Lori Soderlind submitted an application for work currently underway at her property at 2381 
Route 315. The project involves the renovation and conversion of an existing barn to living space. I asked her to 
review some notes I added to her maps and drawings of the project before approving it. 
 
Brodgesell/McAleenan Boundary Line Adjustment: As outlined in last month’s report, we are awaiting an updated 
map from the surveyor. A related application is listed below. 
 
Young/McAleenan Boundary Line Adjustment: Also outlined last month, we are awaiting an updated map for this 
application as well. A related application is listed above. Taken together, the McAleenan property will be reduced 
from 3.68 to 3.20 acres as a result of both boundary adjustments. 
 
Potential Projects 
Peter and Anne Buck and I met at their house at 365 Hidden Valley Road to discuss their ideas about 
reconstructing or replacing the existing building. They are considering several options and might like to adjust the 
size to make the house slightly wider and shorter. The existing house appears to be partially within the Flood 
Hazard Area and in the River Corridor. I will get back to them with more information about building projects in 
these areas. 
 
Robert Zapletal and I are supposed to meet this coming week to discuss his questions about a possible 
subdivision of his property at the end of Rogers Road. He asked about the options for subdividing one or more of 
the buildings out into a separate smaller parcel or parcels. 
 
Don Lewis and I met to look at a parcel he owns near the end of Dole Road to discuss its feasibility for 
development. I believe we all discussed this question previously. The minutes from the May 1, 2017 Planning 
Commission meeting include the following statement: “The PC agreed with the ZA that section 3.11 (b) (2) 
applies.  Development is permitted despite the fact that the parcel is less than 1 acre.” We should clarify things 
further for Don Lewis as needed. 
 



Andrea Lenhardt received an inquiry from a signmaker (who worked on the town cemetery signs) about a sign 
planned for the Old Gray Barn property on Route 30. She told him that a permit might be necessary. He asked 
about attending the May 6 PC meeting. I will tell him he is welcome to attend, but not obligated, and that a permit 
application is required. A separate note about sign permit application fees is included below. 
 
Jamie and Tiva Lovemark recently purchased property at 1566 Route 315 from Janet Fram and Borge 
Hermansen, where the Country Gallery is located. They have some interior renovations in progress and are also 
planning to add a small (6’x18’) front porch where one used to be located where the house steps back on the right 
side. The existing house front setback is several feet less than the 50’ called for in the regulations for the 
Resource Management District. If in line with the front of the house, a new porch would not seem to increase the 
degree of nonconformity. I have also been working with them as an rk Miles employee and so would like the 
Planning Commission’s input on how they would like the town to handle an application for the project. 
 
The Rupert Village Trust recently acquired the Sheldon Store property on Route 153. As plans for the property 
develop the trust expects to submit an application reflecting its change in use. The trust will also be working with 
the town regarding the purchase of approximately two acres of adjacent town land. Given my involvement with the 
project I expect to ask the town how it would like to handle applications relating to it and if it would like to appoint 
an acting zoning administrator in this situation. 
 
Other Business 
The Selectboard will be reviewing and setting a fee for sign permit applications. I will try to put together a brief 
comparison of how these applications are handled in other nearby towns. Several of them specifically prohibit off-
premises signs in their regulations. We might look to do the same as we update our regulations to clarify them 
with respect to what is apparently also state law. 
 
In early 2018 we discussed a project at the Aldanondo Residence at 1105 Route 153 in West Rupert involving the 
conversion of an existing outbuilding to temporary living space while the owners worked to repair and renovate 
the main house. This alternate living space may be more permanent than temporary, and the town may want to 
revisit the situation. I will look to the Selectboard for guidance on the matter.  
 
 
May 5, 2019 
John La Vecchia, Jr., ZA 
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