RUPERT PLANNING COMMISSION
Minutes of meeting 6 July 2020

UNAPPROVED

Commissioners Attending: Jed Rubin (Chair), Jean Ceglowski, Kim
Davis, Phil Mazzucco, Peter Pelton, Charlie Rockwell, Val Almosnino
(Secretary); Zoning Administrator: John La Vecchia; Community: James
& Mia O’Neil, Jed Mayer
Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM
June minutes were accepted as read. Motion Jed 2nd: Kim. Unanimous
Zoning Administrator Report
John reviewed with the Planning Comission (PC) an issue with Paul
Vigue and Jim O’Neil. Mr. Vigue contends that Mr. O’Neil is running an
illegal business from his parents’ home. Mr. and Mrs. O’Neil were
present and said there has always been farm equipment at his parents’
residence and he started a lawn business some 30 years ago and it has
never been an issue. The O’Neils also spoke about how the public uses
their property and how they feel Mr. Vigue is harassing them.
Mr. O’Neil said there was some noise generated when he mowed the
lawn or loaded his vehicles in the winter to plow. Mr. Vigue contends
there should be minimal noise and noise from general property
maintenance is unacceptable.
John will respond formally to Mr. Vigue’s complaint formally after
conferring with the Town’s attorney.
Next John spoke about a proposed addition by Jed Mayer to his house
which would increase the bakery space so Mr. Mayer can meet the
increasing demand of his homemade breads. Mr. Mayer was present and
discussed how he is not currently able to meet the demand for his
product and the addition, which would be located on the easterly side of
his house, would increase the square footage of the house by about 800-

1000 feet. There would be an increase in size of the wood-fired oven
and workspace to handle the increased yield of product. He hopes to
have the addition completed May of 2021.
John also discussed a potential subdivision by Barry Randell of a 6 acre
+/- parcel on land that borders Pawlet Mountain Rd. The potential
buyer would like to build a house on the parcel which is potentially
partly in the Forest Conservation Overlay (FCO) District. He mentioned
the Development Review Board (DRB) could approve an extension of
the dimensions of the Resource Management District to allow for the
construction of the house. He will follow the development of the subdivision and keep the PC and DRB apprised of the situation.
Finally, he discussed the potential health issue at the Aldonando
property on Route 153. There is a concern by neighbors, because of an
intermittent sewage smell, that there not being a functioning septic
system on the property. The PC has been lenient about allowing a
temporary, short-term period for them to reside in their converted
garage while they repair their damaged house. This has gone on for
approximately three years. The PC discussed asking the family to submit
an application for a change of use permit which would change the use of
the building they currently reside in from a garage to an accessory
residence.
Motion by Peter; 2nd by Kim to adjourn at 9:08 pm. Unanimous
Next meeting scheduled for 3 August 2020
Respectfully submitted:
Val Almosnino, Secretary

