
ZA Report for July 6, 2020 PC Meeting 
 
Approved Applications 
Town of Rupert-Rupert Village Trust (RVT) and RVT-Krauss Boundary Line Adjustments (Approved by Acting ZA 
Jed Rubin) 
 
Gaudreau Deck Replacement and Expansion 
 
Linville Residence Garage Reconstruction/Second Floor Addition 
 
Matteson-Ferguson Subdivision 
 
Pending Applications 
McAleenan-Brodgesell and McAleenan-Young Boundary Line Adjustments: We are awaiting confirmation from 
the attorneys in order to finalize these transactions. 
 
Winters Residence Addition: Elizabeth Winters submitted an application for a proposed 12’x20’ addition to her 
house located at 200 East Street in West Rupert. She will be providing some additional information to include with 
it. 
 
Hurlburt Accessory Structure: We haven’t yet received an application for Jim Hurlburt’s planned 16’x40’ free-
standing structure. 
 
Potential Projects 
Barry Randell had inquired in 2018 about the possibility of a two-lot subdivision of property on Pawlet Mountain 
Road. Just recently, a potential purchaser asked about permitting requirements for a house on the subdivided 
parcel if the property is subdivided. The parcel would straddle the RM/FCO line and the most suitable house site 
is apparently just into the FCO District. Single-family dwellings are not permitted in the FCO, but our regulations 
allow the DRB to extend the standards of either district up to 100’ beyond the line as a conditional use. Single-
family dwellings are permitted in the RM District. While we haven’t received a subdivision or zoning permit 
application yet, the potential purchaser would like to know if the DRB would be receptive to this extension-of-
standards request. 
 
We anticipate a sign permit application from Merck Forest & Farmland Center to replace their existing sign but 
haven’t received it yet. 
 
Jed Mayer is considering a breezeway-connected addition to their house related to their Rupert Rising bakery 
business. I expect more information and an application will be forthcoming. In the meantime, Jed may decide to 
attend this evening’s meeting or a future one to discuss his plans in more detail. 
 
Other Business 
We continue to have correspondence with Paul Vigue’s counsel Allan Sullivan about the neighboring O’Neil 
property at 247 Foote Road. Jim O’Neil has provided a history and summary of his use of the property dating 
back prior to 1989. I expect to prepare a written reply for John Thrasher’s review before sending it to the parties 
involved. 
 
Peter Palmer called with a question about permitting requirements for small accessory structures. They are 
planning to build a small moveable coop for their chickens that will be no larger than 120 s.f. and comply with the 
setback requirements, such that no permit will be required. 
 
An attorney’s office called inquiring about zoning compliance with respect to the Croff property on Route 315. We 
responded informally but they haven’t yet made a formal request and we haven’t provided a formal administrative 
opinion of zoning compliance. 
 
Buddy Connors stopped by this morning with concerns about activities at the Aldanondo property next door to him 
on Route 153 in West Rupert, between his and the Baker property. Buddy believes there is some construction or 
reconstruction of the existing outbuilding. It’s unclear if this is occurring within or outside the existing building 
footprint. He also observed some digging work in the back yard and concrete block and cement materials on the 
property and wondered if it was related to any sort of septic system installation work. He complained this morning 



of a sewer odor and said this isn’t the first time it’s been present. He said he called someone at the state about it. 
They apparently suggested contacting the town health officer and local legislators. Buddy said he used to live 
next door where the Aldanondo’s live now. He said the only water supply running from the house to the 
outbuilding was for a boiler to heat a workspace. He said there was never a domestic water supply or wastewater 
system serving the outbuilding. As I understand it the town has received two complaint report forms from the 
Vermont ANR. The most recent of these references a site visit on 8/20/19. When the Aldanondo’s first moved into 
the outbuilding in late 2017 or early 2018 they presented it as a temporary short-term situation while they worked 
to repair damage to the main house. As such, we did not ask them to submit an application for a change of use or 
any other permit. The situation has clearly evolved since then. Given the history, it would help to have town input 
on any response to Buddy Connors’ concerns. 
 
 
July 6, 2020 
John La Vecchia, Jr., ZA 


	ZA Report for July 6, 2020 PC Meeting

