
ZA Report for February 1, 2021 PC Meeting 
 
Approved Applications 
Buck Pole Barn: The application is for a 30’x54’ one-story pole barn to be constructed at David Buck’s residence 
at 5142 Route 153. The property is in the RM District. I received the application after our January 2021 meeting. 
 
Marckwald-Koo Boundary Line Adjustment: The written decision from the DRB is still to follow. 
 
Pending Applications 
McAleenan-Brodgesell and McAleenan-Young Boundary Line Adjustments: We are awaiting confirmation from 
the attorneys in order to finalize these transactions. 
 
Potential Projects 
Biagioli Residence: There is no new information about this project beyond that presented at the last meeting. 
 
Rollyson Residence: Mike Rollyson provided an update about their intention to subdivide their 69+ acre property 
located at 348 Neilson Road. He said they have located the proposed boundaries of the subdivision and a 
proposed house site on the newly subdivided parcel. Their surveyor is preparing a map and will be doing soil 
testing. They expect to submit a subdivision application once this work is complete. They do not intend to include 
a zoning permit application for a particular structure on the new parcel with this submittal. 
 
Fuller Property: There is no new information about this project beyond that presented at the last meeting. 
 
Murtaugh Residence: Tony Murtaugh shared some draft documents for their planned construction project at 351 
Watrous Road. They have completed demolition of the existing house above the foundation level and plan to 
rebuild on the existing foundation with some minor adjustments to the footprint. The house will be new 
construction above the foundation and will be a more conventional rather than A-frame construction. Mr. 
Murtaugh expects to submit an application shortly. 
 
Mestel Property: We have had several conversations and one video meeting with Mr. Mestel’s project team, 
including the architect, surveyor, civil engineer, and landscape architect, regarding their plans for property located 
off the end of Nims Road, in both Rupert and Dorset. They shared preliminary drawings for review, and we replied 
with comments and questions ahead of that meeting. The project surveyor has prepared documents regarding the 
location of the Rupert-Dorset town line in this area. Ultimately, the applicant would like to have a clear 
understanding and agreement from both towns with respect to this issue. When submitted, we expect the 
application will include both setback and footprint waiver requests that will be subject to DRB review and a public 
hearing. The applicant’s team would like this hearing to take place during the scheduled March meeting. They are 
aware of the warned hearing requirements and the fact that the March town meeting date may affect the hearing 
schedule. 
 
Merck Forest & Farmland Center: I will follow up with their office and anticipate receiving applications for both a 
10’x14’ kiosk structure located near the Visitor Center and a new sign to replace the existing one at the entrance 
on Route 315. 
 
Other Business 
Michael Paxson, who recently purchased an adjoining property on Route 315, inquired about permitting 
requirements pertaining to the 15-kW ground-mount net-metered solar installation that was recently installed at 
the Mithoefer property at 5688 Route 315. He has been in contact with the Vermont Land Trust about the 
installation, since portions of both properties are apparently conserved. He has also been in contact with the 
Selectboard and other local and state officials and has encouraged the town to be aware of and take an interest in 
this type of development. His research into the issue is ongoing. 
 
David Leach replied to my permitting inquiry with respect to what looks to be a newer outbuilding nearby the 
house on Route 30 in North Rupert. He said the building is a gazebo with no permanent foundation which they do 
not use as expected and are therefore considering removing in the spring. He asked if the building is a taxable 
structure and I referred him to the listers with respect to that question. Given the discussion noted above and my 
inquiry about a ground-mount solar installation for which he recently received a certificate of public good (CPG) 
from the Vermont Public Utility Commission, David said it will be located behind the cemetery on his property. It’s 



not yet clear to me how flood hazard or river corridor areas affect the planning and certification of these 
installations. 
 
Attorney Alan Sullivan shared some new information on behalf of his client Paul Vigue regarding Mr. Vigue’s 
continuing concerns about the neighboring O’Neil property at 247 Foote Road. I relayed this information to John 
Thrasher and will look for his input before preparing a response. 
 
An engineer asked about whether the town ever issued permits for wastewater systems prior to state regulation 
and permitting of these systems. I suggested searching the town’s land records for such a permit if he has a 
particular property location in mind. 
 
We’ve had some additional correspondence with the new owners of property near the west end of Suncrest Road 
regarding general permitting and potential development questions. They are still developing their ideas and I 
expect we will have further discussion about them over time. 
 
 
February 1, 2021 
John La Vecchia, Jr., ZA 
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