
ZA Report for April 5, 2021 PC Meeting 
 
Approved Applications 
None 
 
Pending Applications Subject to DRB Referral and Review 
Rollyson Subdivision: Surveyor Ryan Downey delivered an application on behalf of Mikel and Linda 
Rollyson for a two-lot subdivision of their property located at 348 Nielson Road. The property is 
currently 66.72 acres in size. The proposed new lot #2 size of 8.72 acres will result in a parent parcel 
size of 58 acres after subdivision. The Resource Management (RM)/Forest Conservation Overlay 
(FCO) Zoning District boundary runs through the property. The plan drawing indicates a proposed new 
house location to be reviewed under a separate zoning permit application. It also includes request to 
modify the RM/FCO district boundary to accommodate the house location. Section 2.01(D)(1)(a) allows 
the DRB to consider and grant this request. The board may discuss it informally at the April meeting 
and take it up at a May meeting. 
 
Rishell Residence: Richard and Sharon Rishell submitted an application for a 12’x28’ garden shed to 
be located on their property at 5687 Route 315 in the Village Residential District. The proposed location 
to the right of the house and driveway is in front of the house as viewed from the road. The regulations 
call for an accessory structure to be set back behind the principal building frontline in this district. The 
DRB addressed this topic previously when reviewing a similar application for an outbuilding at the 
neighboring Albyn/Palmer property just east of the Rishell property. The Rishell’s have not yet 
requested a setback waiver. I would welcome the DRB and PC’s input on the topic. 
 
Mestel Residence/Green Acres Initiative: The application is for a new single-family residence and 
accessory structure on property located off the end of Nims Road which is in both Rupert and Dorset. 
The project is sited on the Rupert portion of the property, in the RM District. The DRB granted the 
applicant’s setback and footprint waiver requests at its March 8 hearing. A written decision will follow. 
The applicant will provide additional wastewater permit information to accompany its zoning permit 
application. 
 
Pending Applications Subject to Administrative Review 
Winters Residence: Elizabeth Winters has reactivated her earlier application for an addition to her 
house at 200 East Street. The planned 8 ½’x20’ addition extends off the back left corner of the cottage 
and appears to meet the applicable setback requirements. 
 
Potential Projects 
White Doe Farm: The property manager for White Doe Farm/the Lovemark Residence, located at 1566 
Route 315, inquired about the feasibility and permitting for a small wedding event barn on the property. 
The property is in the RM District, where I imagine such a facility would be a conditional use. Additional 
information may follow. 
 
Scarnecchia Residence: I met last week with Tom Scarnecchia about a house addition project they are 
considering at their 195 Route 315 property to provide some additional living space for the family. We 
discussed both zoning and building design aspects of the project and expect to meet again to discuss it 
further. 
 
Buck Residence: Peter and Anne Buck have been back in touch and expect to submit an application for 
a new residence to be built on their property on Hidden Valley Road. It will replace the existing camp 
and be sited out of the flood hazard area. They have received their wastewater permit. Additional 
information will follow. 
 
Biagioli Residence: There is no new information about this project. 
 



Fuller Property: There is no new information about this project. 
 
Merck Forest & Farmland Center: I will follow up with their office and anticipate receiving applications 
for both a 10’x14’ kiosk structure located near the Visitor Center and a new sign to replace the existing 
one at the entrance on Route 315. 
 
Other Business 
There are no new or open cases located in Rupert before the Vermont Public Utility Commission as 
listed on the PUC website as of today’s date.  
 
I met with Mr. Paul Vigue and his attorney Allan Sullivan regarding Mr. Vigue’s concerns about the use 
of the neighboring O’Neil property at 247 Foote Road. Following that meeting Mr. Sullivan said that the 
neighbors had a positive discussion in an effort to address their differences. He will keep us informed of 
this effort. 
 
An employee from Vermont Barns asked about any permitting required to renovate an existing barn at 
Friendship Tree Farm on Rogers Road. The work as planned will not involve any exterior alterations or 
expansions. It’s unclear at the moment whether any potential change of use would require a permit, but 
the work as described is exempt from permitting. 
 
Dan Lloyd emailed with a question about subdividing property adjacent to his on Rogers Road, should it 
become available. I replied with information about minimum lot sizes and DRB review and approval 
requirements. 
 
Hub66 has been in contact with the residents of Antone Mountain View Road about the possibility of 
providing high-speed internet service to their neighborhood. This in turn has led to contact with the town 
about the feasibility of locating equipment on town property to provide service to them and perhaps 
other residents. It’s not yet clear what, if any, local permitting might be associated with the 
communication infrastructure. Hub66 is new to our area and will talk to their partners about how they 
have handled permitting for other projects they have worked on in Vermont. 
 
 
April 5, 2021 
John La Vecchia, Jr., ZA 
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