
Rupert Planning Commission 
6 December 2021  

 
Commissioners: Present: Jed Rubin, Chair ☒; Bob Bain ☐; Jean Ceglowski ☒; Kim Davis ☒; 
Phil Mazzucco ☐; Peter Pelton ☒; Charlie Rockwell ☒; Val Almosnino, Clerk ☒ 

Zoning Administrator: John La Vecchia ☒ 
Public:  
Meeting called to order at 07:10 PM. 

Val read November  Minutes. There was a question about what the statute for Accessory 
Dwelling Units actually says. Several members understood it differently. Minutes were 
amended to remove ambiguous information to prevent possible future misunderstanding 
by PC or public by Motion by Jed to accept minutes as corrected, 2nd by Pete. Approved. 
 
Jed asked Charlie if he would ask the Select Board to retire long time Commissioner Robert 
Bain due to ongoing health issues and to also retire the position. The elimination of this 
position will return the Commission to a seven person board. 
 
John gave Zoning Administrator’s Report (which is available in its entirety at: 
https://rupert.vt.gov/documents/meeting-minutes/zoning-administrator-reports/) 

Some topics discussed were:  

Merck Forest & Farmland Center Entrance Sign: Merck Forest submitted an application for 
a new sign at their entrance on Route 315, to replace their existing sign. I requested and 
they provided some additional information, with more information about their new sign 
design expected to follow. 
 
Soderlind Shed: I anticipate an application from Lori Soderlind for a new shed soon to be 
under construction at her property located on Route 153 behind the McKeighan Residence. 
It will replace an existing larger building that was recently demolished and will sit within 
its footprint. 
 
Barberio Residence: Mr. Barberio provided a partial submittal for his building project 
located at 163 Hidden Valley Road. I will contact him to request some additional 
information. 
 

A local realtor reached out with a question about a house in town with a separate in-law or 
guest apartment that until recently had been owner-occupied. They asked if both living 
spaces could serve as rental units or if the new owner would have to reside on-site if 
renting out one of the spaces. The property is in the RR District where a rental dwelling is a 
permitted use. Such a change of use, though, would likely require a zoning permit. 
 



 
The town received a Notice of Appeal of the recent DRB decision concerning the Lovemark-
White Doe Farm application for conditional use. The DRB and Selectboard have consulted 
with the town attorney in response to this appeal. He will keep the town informed about 
the status and next steps in the process. 
 
There was a discussion about rental units in general and in the RR District specifically. It 
appears a dwelling can be used as a rental unit in the RR District and some other districts 
and not in some districts. This is an item the PC may want to address in its next update to 
the Bylaws. 
 
Motion by Pete , 2nd by Kim to adjourn at 8:25 pm. Motion Passed 

Next Meeting: 3 January 2022 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Val Almosnino, Clerk 


