
UNAPPROVED
SELECTBOARD MINUTES

APRIL 23, 2024

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Deborah Baker. Charles Rockwell, Tom Wilson, Phil Mazzucco

OTHERS PRESENT:  Donald Lewis, Arlene Bentley, Bill Meyer, Anniken Davenport, Albert Davenpoit, Susan 
Nichols, David Nichols, Janet Hentschel

Meeting was called to order by Charlie Rockwell at 6:31 P.M.

TOWN CLERK REPORT:
1. Application from the Department of Liquor Control was received for a tobacco license for Sherman’s 

Store. Discussion followed as to what type of tobacco license this is and if was included with the liquor 
license.  Clerk felt it is probably the same as what has been approved in the past and is listed separately 
on the Dept. of Liquor Control Portal.   License now requires the approval from the Rupert Selectboard.  
Motion was made by Tom Wilson, seconded by Debbie Baker to approve the license.   Motions carried.

TREASURERS REPORT:
1. Paperwork has been received from auditing firm Mudgett, Jennett and Krogh-Wisner listing an 

understanding of services that they will perform for the Town of Rupert 2022/2023 audit. 
2. Treasurer announced that the ARPA funds have now been transferred into the General Fund Budget 

Status Report.  Selectboard will see at the next regular meeting that those funds, totaling $204,346.51, 
will now be a revenue line item to be used to help continue the town office restoration.

3. VLCT has sent payment for the damaged 2020 Dodge Truck cab and chassis.  Payment totaled 
$77,762.81 which included truck contents, door lettering and portable equipment.  

COMMUNICATIONS:
1. Charlie announced that Jim Henderson will attend the next regular Selectboard meeting to discuss the 

Egg Mountain issue.
2. Email was received concerning appeals to commercial properties.  Since no one was aware of what this 

request entails, Charlie offered to investigate it further.
3. The Selectboard has been seeking applicants to take minutes at their board meetings.  Notices were 

posted and put on the Rupert Vermont Community Facebook page.  Letter of interest was received from 
William Meyer who would like to take on this position.  Debbie Baker informed the board that she had 
also asked Allie Ryan if she would be interested.  Allie said that she would be willing to act as a fill-in.  
The Board discussed a salary for this position and decided to offer $15.00 per hour.  Motion was made 
by Debbie Baker, seconded by Phil Mazzucco to hire William Meyer for $15.00 per hour to take 
Selectboard minutes. Motions carried.   

HIGHWAY REPORT:
1. The new truck to replace the 2020 damaged Dodge has been purchased and is now being set-up.
2. Crew has been cutting brush and grading roads.  Town parking lots and intersections have also been 

washed.
3. Tom informed the Board that the town garage parking lot needs to be sealed.

ROAD COMMISIONERS REPORT:
1. Some dead trees need to be addressed and more grading needs to be done.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Nothing new to report on the Mettowee Community Park issue.
2. Don Lewis will continue his offer to go through maps stored at the town office after he moves into his 

new residence.



3. Changes to zoning permit fees still in the works and will seek Zoning Administrator Lavecchia for his 
input.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Charlie announced that he will meet with Merck Forest Director Rob Terry on April 30th. at 9:30 A.M.
2. Green-Up will be held earlier this year on April 27th.  It is being hosted by the Rupert Village Trust.  Town 

will have the loader at the site for trash pick-up.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
1. Albert Devenport addressed the Board with concerns about the culvert near his property not draining 

well.  Tom responded that more work needs to be done on John Armstrong’s property to solve this 
problem.  He also suggested that it would be a good idea to secure trash can covers to avoid any 
spillage that could end up in the culvert.     

2. Tom reported that he has been receiving calls, from anxious applications, asking for Development 
Review Board decisions that are due shortly.  Charlie responded that three are presently in draft form.

With no further business to address a motion was made by Tom Wilson, seconded by Deborah Baker to 
adjourn this meeting.  Motions carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:02 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrea Lenhardt, Rupert Town Clerk                 


