UNAPPROVED
SELECTBOARD MINUTES
28 MAY 2024

MEMBERS PRESENT: Deborah Baker, Phil Mazzucco, Charles Rockwell, Tom Wilson

OTHERS PRESENT: Dan Alcorn, Arlene Bentley, Christina Cosgrove, Dan Fuller, Jim Henderson,
John La Vecchia, Andrea Lenhardt, Don Lewis, Bill Meyer, Susan Nichols, Anne Perry, Jed Rubin,
Linda Schmidt

Meeting called to order by Charlie Rockwell at 6:32 PM

MINUTES APPROVAL:
No minutes

TOWN CLERK REPORT:

1. Fourteen dog owners(25-30 dogs) have not licensed their dogs yet.

2. Tobacco license for store has been approved. Enhanced license approval consideration on
hold pending more information re vaping product sales.

3. Tree leaning problem forwarded by Cheryl Logic on route 315 will be checked out by
highway department.

4. Request by Julie Fifield on route 315 for sign re child traffic protection will be checked out
by highway department.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Next meeting

COMMUNICATIONS:

1. Jim Henderso(Bennington County Regional Commission) and Dan Alcorn(Vermont
Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation) gave report on proposal for Battenkill Valley
Forest acquisition by the State. The forest will consist of almost 3000 acres in Sandgate and
Rupert(about 365 acres in Rupert) to include about 90 acres in Rupert of archeological
interest as a refuge for refugees from Shay’s Rebellion. The State would use Federal funds
for the purchase, the forest would be used for all general non-motorized uses by the
public, for permitted logging, and the towns would receive payment in lieu of taxes
annually from the State. A request will be submitted for funding in September and before
then an indication of support from our Select Board will be sought.

2. We received letter of thanks from Vermont Nurses Association for the town’s support.

3. We received a report from the Vermont Land Trust.

4. Kerry Bright resigned from the Library Board.



5. We received letter of concern about road dust.

HIGHWAY REPORT:

1. The Town has received a Better Backroads grant from the State.
2. Routine road and roadside maintenance has proceeded.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:
All good.

APPOINTED BOARDS:

None.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Review of permit fees awaiting meeting between Board Co chair Rockwell and Zoning
Administrator La Vecchia.

2. Route 315 “junk Yard” issue: Cochair Rockwell yet unable to engage with State to discuss.

Land swap in process.

4. Grand List Grievance Day May 25 resulted in no change in two cases and a $40,000
decrease in the third case.

5. Town Green use for access to private driveway: Still in use though discussion with private
party pending.

w

NEW BUSINESS:

None

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Don Lewis announced that over 25 veterans are buried in North Rupert and are not
appropriately flagged in all cases. Discussion of recommended display of flags and need for
POW/MIA flags and Vermont flag at Town Office and elsewhere.

ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM



Respectfully submitted,

Bill Meyer, Clerk of the Board



