Town of Rupert

Regular Select Board Meeting
80ctober2024

Draft Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT: Deborah Baker, Kyle Hunter, Phil Massucco, Tom Wilson
Charlie Rockwell was absent representing Rupert at a meeting at Long Trail
School in support of school choice

OTHERS PRESENT: Arlene Bentley, Dan Fuller, Janet Hentschel, John LaVecchia,
Andrea Lenhardt, Don Lewis, Brett Lourie, Bill Meyer, Jean Nardi, Kelli Raymond,
Jed Rubin

CALL TO ORDER: Called to order by Debbie Baker at 6:30 pm

APPROVE MINUTES: Minutes as submitted for meetings of September 10 and 24
moved by Tom Wilson seconded by Phil Massucco approved 4-0.

COMMENTS FROM TOWN CLERK: As a new member of Historical Society brought
issues of needed elevator certification and cupola lattice repair to Board. Tom
Wilson will look into(Later Jean Nardi volunteered to research private firm to
repair lattice and cap for chimney to Historical Sociaty/Library Building).

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Cash on Hand 1September2024 $1,207,628.84
Receipts S 953,502.70
Disbursals $1,195,977.46
Cash on Hand 30September2024 S 975,154.08

Note: Disbursals included $878,000 to the Mettawee School District and
$214,000 for painting. The delinquent tax status is excellent — only $104 remains
for 22-23 tax year and $40,849.59 for 23-24 tax year.



REPORTS:

Highways — Town tractor repair completed but it broke down again; may be
running again but status needs looking into.
Safety concern for wall repair at property on route 153 was raised. Traffic cones
are used but adequate signage has not been implemented correctly. Tom Wilson
will speak again with repair crew.

Road Commissioner — Tree removal occurring as needed. Some tree problems at
cemetaries were raised and will be addressed.

Listers — Jed Rubin announced that bid for reappraisal has been received for
appraisal to start July 2027 to be completed by 1April2029.

OLD BUSINESS:

Traffic Control — Kyle Hunter discussed model Policies and Procedures. They are
generally acceptable but they will be studied further and probably acted on at
next meeting. Tom Covino seems well qualified and will serve 16hr/month at $27/
hr plus expenses about $2/hr. This compares very favorably with other providers
in the neighborhood of $100/hr. The Towns of Pawlet and Fair Haven report very
favorably on Officer Covino’s services.

Junk Yard — Still trying to contact Agency of Natural Resources re dealing with
problem. John LaVecchia will continue to follow up.

NEW BUSINESS:

Feral cats — Kelli Raymond, Town Animal Control Officer, expressed her frustration
with the problem brought to her by residents. Town may have to consider fines,
licensing, ordinances to address responsibility for feral cats causing problems. Kelli
recently had to trap 3 feral cats causing problems and have them euthanized.
Many shelters do not accept feral cats. State law requires rabies vaccination for
cats and some residents respect the requirement but many don’t. Feral cats were
reported to invade a residence and cause nighttime mayhem with resident’s pets.
Kelli is considering billing responsible parties for the expenses required for
catching, neutering, and vaccinating feral cats.



Notice Boards — Jed Rubin raised the issue of adequate notice boards for town
business. Public notice is often required by law. An adequate notice board at the
town office was discussed as were the needs at other sites.

PUBLIC COMMENT: See above.

ADJOURNMENT: Move to adjourn at 7:15 pm made by Kyle Hunter seconded by
Phil Massucco approved 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Meyer, Clerk of the Board



