Town of Rupert

Regular Select Board Meeting
12November2024

Draft Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT: Deborah Baker, Kyle Hunter, Phil Mazzucco, Charles Rockwell,
Tom Wilson

OTHERS PRESENT: Arlene Bentley, Jeremy Casey, Christina Cosgrove, Jim
Henderson, John LaVecchia, Andrea Lenhardt, Don Lewis, Brett Lourie, Nichol
McKeighan, Bill Meyer, Tim Saunders

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Charlie Rockwell
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes for 8 October with substantial correction
and those for 22 October as submitted were moved for approval and approved

5-0.

COMMENTS FROM TOWN CLERK: Recent elections went very well and next
elections will be at town meeting time.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Cash on Hand 10ctober2024 $975,154.08
Receivables S 93,943.46
Disbursements S 70,112.97
Cash on hand 310ctober2024 $998,984.57

Committed Funds $253,733.53
Delinquent Taxes Still Out(principal only) 2022-2023 - $ 104.04
2023-2024 - $3,599.59

COMMUNICATIONS:

Gene Ceglowski — No show

Jim Henderson, Bennington County Regional Commission — Jim shared a map of
proposed parking lot to be built by town at the intersection



of the Rail Trail and Cross Road. General discussion ensued relative to the State
requiring the Town to sign a lease for the property underlying the lot. Tom Wilson
will query the State about the rationale for such a lease when the Town is building
the lot free for the State on State owned property for a State trail. If an acceptable
answer is received then the Town may decide to proceed to build the lot by year’s
end.

Bill Meyer, the Town’s representative to the Southern Vermont Communications
Union District, circulated the draft annual report of the district for comment. The
draft report will be considered at a public meeting of the district on 20 November
for input and possible adoption.

REPORTS:
1. Highway — Grading with dust suppression by chloride application continues,
roadside leafblowing being pursued, new truck body has been installed.
2. Road Commissioner — As above.
3. Appointed Boards — Library elevator is on waiting list for inspection.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Insurance for town’s special police officer Tom Covino awaiting quote from
Vermont League of Cities and Towns.

2. The MERP application submitted by Deborah Baker and John LaVecchia on
behalf of the Town for renovations of the town offices and the Library has
been approved for $214,225.84.

3. Junk Yard input from the State still awaiting action.

4. Land Swap action still awaited.

NEW BUSINESS: A quote of $235/month has been received for fiber internet
service for the town office.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Tim Saunders presented a letter asking the Board to intervene
in his disagreement with the Rupert Volunteer Fire Department over their
extinguishing a tractor fire on his property without permission. It was pointed out
that the Board has no jurisdiction over the Department’s activity. The Department
is an independent entity supported in part by vote of the town’s voters. Tim would
need to negotiate any grievances with the Department’s leadership.



ADJOURNMENT: Moved by Tom Wilson seconded by Kyle Hunter approved 5-0 at
7:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Meyer — Clerk of the Board.



