TOWN OF RUPERT

REGULAR SELECT BOARD MEETING
8APRIL2025

DRAFT MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT: Deborah Baker, Kyle Hunter, Phil Mazzucco, Charles Rockwell, Tom Wilson

OTHERS PRESENT: Arlene Bentley, Christina Cosgrove, Kevin Hoyt, Andrea Lenhardt, George
Lenhardt, Don Lewis, Brett Lourie, Nichol McKeighan, Bill Meyer, Peter Pelton, John Thrasher

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order at 6:31 pm by Kyle Hunter

MINUTES: Deb Baker moved seconded by Tom Wilson to approve the minutes for March 11 and
March 25, 2025 as submitted; approved 4-0

COMMENTS FROM TOWN CLERK:
1. An email from Representative Pritchard related his pleasure in seeing doodle art by Don
Lewis on display in the State House.
2. In an email the Secretary of State alerted towns that the President has ordered that all
voters must present proof of citizenship in order to vote. The force of this decree is
being challenged by a number of state attorneys general including that of Vermont.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Kevin Hoyt reiterated his contention that the town was at risk of litigation
from motorists issued speeding tickets by the town'’s special police officer whose certification he
guestioned. Town’s Attorney John Thrasher cited State statutes which designated which
agencies are responsible for certification and pointed out that the Town relied as it must on
these certifications. After some heated exchanges between Mr. Hoyt, the attorney, and some
Board members, Mr Hoyt exited the meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Cash on hand 1March2025 $820,428.26
Receivables 122,142,82
Disbursements 81,714.34
Cash on hand 31March2025 $860,856.74

COMMUNICATIONS:

1. Charles Rockwell read a declaration on diversity and inclusion that we have been asked
to adopt. The declaration was viewed as already being practiced in town but the board
wished to know whether the sponsors expected any other actions other than adoption
by the town. It was moved by Tom Wilson seconded by Charlie Rockwell that the matter
be tabled until we have obtained the answer; motion approved 5-0.

2. Notice was received from the town of Manchester about its flood mitigation plans.

3. Notice was received from the Mettawee School about a meeting on budget to be held.



REPORTS:

Highway — Cutting brush, general maintenance, and training proceeding. Road grading

awaiting appropriate weather. Payloader delivery has been delayed awaiting unit construction
by the manufacturer.

Road Commissioner — Roadways cleanup after recent ice storm executed.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Town office standby generator has been delivered. Installation pending.
2. Town Website — Sandgate woman we hoped to engage has retired and declines to take
our website on. She recommended a woman in Virginia to help us. That person would

charge $1000 to $2000 to build website and $30/month to maintain. Board awaits
further detail.

3. MERP energy efficiency upgrades — Library insulation information received; window
upgrades subject to rules on historical preservation. Similar issues regarding town office.
4. Town Green Contracts — John LaVecchia was looking into but was not present to report.

NEW BUSINESS: Green Up Day will occur May 3.

ADJOURNMENT: Adjournment moved by Charlie Rockwell seconded by Phil Mazzucco passed
5-0at 7:12 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Meyer, Clerk of the Board



