Town of Rupert

Regular Select Board Meeting
25March2025

Draft Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT: Deborah Baker, Kyle Hunter, Charles Rockwell, Tom Wilson

OTHERS PRESENT: Arlene Bentley, Christina Cosgrove, Kevin Hoyt, Andrea Lenhardt, Don Lewis,
Brett Lourie, Bill Meyer, Kelli Raymond, Jed Rubin

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order by Kyle Hunter at 6:34 pm

COMMENTS FROM TOWN CLERK: Dog license payment due by April 1. Clerk getting used to
various modes of communication via the new Fidium fiber system.

TREASURER’S REPORT: We have received auditor’s draft report; we are in good shape but some
adjustments in our accounting procedures are recommended.

COMMUNICATIONS:

1. Kevin Hoyt announced that he had been a candidate for governor because state
government is corrupt. He was here to warn the town about serious problems about our
special police officer. Board chair Kyle Hunter told him it was inappropriate to slander a
person in open session, that such matters were handled in executive session as
personnel issues, and that the Board was aware of the officer’s qualifications, was
satisfied with the record, but would review the matter again. Kevin thanked the Board
for hearing him and left.

2. The town was informed that the Vermont League of Cities and Towns was making
changes in how it handled insurance issues for towns.

3. The town was invited by the Brattleboro Development Corporation to participate in the
Southern Vermont Developmemt Summit.

4. The town was asked to make its annual appointments to the governing board of the
Southern Vermont Communications Union District. It was moved by Tom Wilson
seconded by Charley Rockwell to reappoint Bill Meyer as representative and Jed Rubin as
alternate representative and the motion was approved 4-0.

REPORTS:

Highway — Getting ready for Spring, doing some brush cutting. Buying some salt early at a 5%
discount. Pay loader issues were reviewed and it was moved by Deb Baker seconded by Charles
Rockwell to purchase a John Deere payloader. Decisions on trade in or sale of old payloader and
on financing will be made as purchase is made.



APPOINTED BOARDS:
1. Town Green. A proposed rental agreement contract for use of Green will be edited as
appropriate. The issue of the Town Green Committee as a public body was discussed and
a list of proposed Committee members to be considered by the Select Board will be
solicited.
2. Library. Permission to use Green for an Easter Egg Hunt on April 19 was moved by Deb
Baker seconded by Tom Wilson and approved 4-0.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Standby generator for town office. Two bids for installation were reviewed. It was moved
by Charles Rockwell seconded by Deb Baker to accept the bid of $8,799 plus change of
Ed’s Electric which was approved 3-0-1.

2. Town website. Development by Kathy is being pursued as transferability of content from
our current website is sought.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Old Records in temporary storage. Old school records and other town records need to be
dealt with. The interest of town Historical Society will be sought.

2. Dog Bite. Kelli Raymond reported on a dog bite issue involving a town resident who
refrains over the years to license her dogs. One dog involved was obtained from Polar
Express Rescue of Pawlet which receives dogs from Texas. The quality of these sources
was discussed as was the scofflaw matter of some residents regarding state licensing
requirements. The fact that the town needs to address the issue and that it is not right
that most obey the law but others don’t was made. Again no action was taken.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None
ADJOURNMENT: A motion to adjourn at 7:40 pm was made and passed 4-0

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Meyer, Clerk of the Board



