Town of Rupert

Regular Select Board Meeting
27May2025

Draft Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT: Deborah Baker, Kyle Hunter, Phil Mazzucco, Charles Rockwell,
Tom Wilson

OTHERS PRESENT: Arlene Bentley, Christina Cosgrove, Scott Grimm-Lyon, Andrea
Lenhardt, Don Lewis, Bill Meyer

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order at 6:36 pm by Kyle Hunter

COMMENTS FROM TOWN CLERK: Warrants have been drawn for Board signatures
for the Town Constable to deliver to delinquent dog owners who have failed to license
their dogs. So far 153 dogs have been licensed but 5 dog owners have failed to license
their dogs with the Town.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Cash on Hand 1Apeil2025 $860,856.74
Receivables $ 9,202.12
Disbursements $ 63,837.43
Cashon Hand  30April2025 $806,221.43

COMMUNICATION: Scott Grimm-Lyon of the Bennington County Solid Waste Alliance
described the work of the alliance and announced that it was time for the Town’s
decision to consider renewal of its five-year membership term. Tom Wilson moved
seconded by Charles Rockwell to renew its membership and motion was approved 5-0.

REPORTS:
Highway —

1. Delivery status on new payloader still unknown.

2. Routine mowing and grading continuing as weather allows.

3. Agrant of $180,000 for paving has been received and should allow for finishing
1.5 miles of paving to complete repaving the road to West Pawlet and perhaps to
repave East Street.

Appointed Boards —

1. Deb Baker reported on a new bid to address heating/cooling upgrades for the
Library/Historical Society Building to be reimbursed by the State. The bid is in the
amount of $24,755.20. Tom Wilson moved seconded by Charles Rockwell to
proceed with the project. Motion was approved 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS:



1. Town Website Upgrade continues to be a problem to arrange economically. Town
will consult with the BCRC about options.

2. Conservation easement for about 271 acres of Merck Forest Land. Deb Baker
moved seconded by Phil Mazzucco in support of the easement with concerns.
The motion was approved 5-0. The concerns had to do with the potential for
further losses of tax revenues in regard to Merck Forest. It was decided to seek
discussion of the issues with the Merck Forest Board.

3. Deb Baker reported on the recent meeting of the Town Green Committee. A
number of issues were raised. (a) The constitution or makeup of the Committee
needs to be decided and the Select Board needs to consider a concrete proposal
on this. (b) A design proposal for a large pavilion containing ten tables had been
discussed in the committee. The Select Board generally thought this was
perhaps too ambitious. (c) Again the Board would like to see policies for use of
the Green developed. (d) The Select Board also would like to see proposals for
options on maintenance of the Green.

These items need to be addressed before further actions can be sensibly
considered.

NEW BUSINESS: Kyle Hunter proposed that all Town officials need to create email
addresses for conducting town business rather than relying on their personal email
addresses.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Don Lewis asked about plans on developing vehicular access to
the Memorial Cemetery. It was decided that Don should discuss with the neighboring
land owner about the owner’s desires concerning the access road.

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn at 7;52 pm was made by Charles Rockwell
seconded by Phil Mazzucco passed 5-0

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Meyer, Clerk of the Board



