RUPERT SELECTBOARD MEETING
JULY 22, 2025
UNAPPROVED

Members Present: Kyle Hunter, Phil Mazzucco, Tom Wilson, Debbie Baker, Charlie Rockwell

Others Present: Kelli Raymond

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Kyle Hunter at 6:47 P.M.

Town Clerk Report - No town clerk news to report.

TREASURER'’S REPORT:

1.Figures used by the Selectboard to set the 2025/2026 municipal tax rate were compared to the
formula used in the NEMRC system which shows amounts to be raised for this fiscal year. Results
showed only a $37.84 difference. Therefore, it was the Board’s consensus to have the Treasurer and
Lister’s prepare the 2025/2026 tax bills.

2. Treasurer announced that the account payable warrant, waiting for Board approval, includes the
invoice for resent town office restoration that amounted to approximately $17,500.

3. Discussion followed on the MERP grant funds that have not been received yet.

COMMUNICATIONS: -

1.

There seemed to be some disturbances last week coming from an AirB&B located in Rupert.
Selectboard feels any such complaints should be taken to the property owners. Discussion led
to recent AirB&B issues taken up by the Legislature and the Rupert Planning Commission which
could lead to more regulation.

Minutes received from the Mettawee School Board for Board review.

Announcement came from the Brattleboro Development Credit Corp. and the Bennington
County Regional Commission calling for 2025 project submissions through the Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy. Deadline for consideration is Sept. 5.

Also from Brattleboro Development Credit Corp. was an announcement for In-Person Local
Leaders training. Classes are scheduled for four Saturdays from September to November.
Clerk commented that the new unit for heat and air conditioning at the Rupert Library and
Historical takes away from the look of the rooms. Discussion followed on different ways to
enclose the units.

HIGHWAY REPORT:

1. Financing for a new payloader was discussed along with various quote options. Kyle will look further
into which course of action is the best. Sandgate has offered to buy Rupert’s old payloader for
$60,000.

2. Roadside mowing is being done.

w

Culverts have been installed.

4. One of the highway truck tires are showing some wear. Truck is being looked at and might need wheel
alignment.

ROAD COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:



1.

No issues, allis quiet.

OLD BUSINESS:

1.

@

Bove Fuels will be coming to the Rupert Library to advise on what size propane tanks will be needed
and what location is best.

The last old safe at the town office has been relocated to the town garage. New flooring at the office
will not be able to hold the weight of that safe. Tom announced that the safe removed from the former
Mt. Anthony Grange building is also at the garage. Motion made by Charlie, seconded by Debbie to
sell both safes. Motions carried.

Still waiting for approval from the Fire Marshall to install fire alarms at the Rupert Library.
Selectboard asked that the Clerk inform the Town Green Committee that they would like to see a
town policy for town green activities as soon as possible. At this time Clerk asked the Board for its
approval for the Rupert Kids Games, scheduled on OU'Home Day, to be held at the town green.
Consensus of the Board was to approve.

Access road to Sheldon Memorial Cemetery was discussed. Formal agreement for access still needs
to be worked on.

Town Emergency Plan needs to be completed. The Rupert Fire Chief will be contacted to help with
this required annual plan. -

NEW BUSINESS:

1.
2.

3.

Rupert O’ Home Days ! Will be held August 7™.,8", and 9.

Charlie reported that Don Lewis is now residing at the Vermont Veteran’s Home and is doing well. We
miss him at these meetings !

Animal Control Officer Kelli Raymond reported on two Rupert households, each with three dogs, that
have not been registered. One of the owners stated they are in the process of getting the dogs
vaccinated. A notice was left with the other dog owner who has not responded yet. After observing
that situation Kelli felt the enclosures for those dogs should be enlarged. Kelli was also notified that
there were feral kittens that had been orphaned. She picked up the kittens and gave them to Kim
Perkins who volunteered to foster them until they can go to the shelter. Also - a homeless dog is now
in Kelli's possession. She has followed up with having the dog vaccinated and will keep him until
there is room at Second Chance Shelter.

With no further business, motion was made by Charlie, seconded by Phil to adjourn this meeting.
Motions carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:39 P.M.

Respectfully submitted, -

Andrea Lenhardt, Town Clerk



