Town of Rupert

Regular Select Board Meeting
12August2025

Draft Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT: Deborah Baker, Kyle Hunter, Phil Mazzucco, Charles Rockwell,
Tom Wilson

OTHERS PRESENT: Arlene Bentley, Christina Cosgrove, Steve Knapp, Andrea
Lenhardt, Bill Meyer, Kelli Raymond, Jed Rubin

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order 6:30 pm by Kyle Hunter
MINUTES APPROVAL: Postponed till next meeting.

COMMENTS FROM TOWN CLERK: None

TREASURER’S REPORT: Postponed till next meeting

COMMUNICATIONS:

1. Query from Bennington Conservation District whether town had conservation
committee. Consensus was that select board could deal with conservation
issues.

2. Letter was received bemoaning fact that “dog park’ in North Rupert was not
supported by town. Consensus was that park had reverted to land owners.

3. Christina Cosgrove reported that visitors from the Veterans Home in Bennington
were disappointed in their reception at the chicken barbecue at Rupert Old Home
Days. Board suggested that this issue should be discussed with leadership of the
Rupert Volunteer Fire Department.

REPORTS:
Highway — Variety of roadsides work progressing. Department in process of receiving
paving bids for remainder of route 153 and perhaps some paving repairs on East Street.

APPOINTED BOARDS:

Listers — Jed Rubin reported on status of equine rescue property in North Rupert
property tax exemption request. As matters stand the owners owe taxes because of
missed deadlines and related issues. Town will supply requested data and await
developments.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Old safe. Still not sold.
2. Smoke alarms for library building and related issues. Unresolved.
3. Financing new payloader. Kyle Hunter reported on status. Proceeds from sale of
retired payloader to Sandgate received and applied to purchase of new



payloader. Payments of approximately $43,000 for each of four proceeding

years will complete the purchase.

Town Green Policy. Not addressed.

Town’s Emergency Management Plan. Consensus was that our plan only needed

minor upgrades which included need for more training.

6. Dog Licensing — Kelli Raymond reported that despite the issued and delivered
warrants three scofflaws with nine dogs aggregate remain. Seizing the dogs
remains a prospect but all shelter facilities are at capacity. The State which
requires licensing has inadequate enforcement mechanisms. Discussions will
continue for legislation to be sought to provide driver license, vehicle registration,
or tax sanctions and town fines for scofflaws. It is judged unfair to the many
citizens that license their dogs that scofflaws go unsanctioned.

ok

NEW BUSINESS:

Estimate for fuel tanks at library building are in the range of $3,000 or so. This cost is
not covered by the existing grant for improvements.
PUBLIC COMMENT: None

ADJOURNMENT: Movement to adjourn at 7:15 pm was made by Charles Rockwell
seconded by Phil Mazzucco and passed 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Meyer, Clerk of the Board



