Town of Rupert

Regular Select Board Meeting
10March2026

Draft Minutes

MEMBERS PRESENT: Colin Driscoll, Kyle Hunter, Phil Mazzucco, Charles Rockwell, Tom Wilson
OTHERS PRESENT: Arlene Bentley, John LaVecchia, Andrea Lenhardt, Bill Meyer, Jay Wilson

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called o order at 6:30 pm by Kyle HunteANNUAL REORGAN ZATION:

1. Tom Wilson moved seconded by Chartes Rockwell to appoint Kyle Hunter Chair of the Board;
motion approved 4-0.

2. Tom Wilson moved seconded by Phil Mazzucco to declare a hardship to meet all provisions of the
open meeting laws which allows Rupert to audio record meetings and make the recordings
available to the public; motion approved 5-0.

3. Charles Rockwell moved seconded by Phil Mazzucco to schedule regular Select Board meetings
for the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month; motion passed 5-0.

4. Town Officer Appointments - The following appointments were properly moved, seconded, and
approved 5-0.

Zoning Administrator —~ John LaVecchja, three year term.

Town Service Agent — Rupert Selectboard

Animal Control Officer - Kelli Raymond

Tree Warden — Mark Lourie

Weigher of Coal and Fence Viewers -David Tooley, Donald Lewis, and Jed Rubin
Inspector of Lumber, Shingles, and Wood — Rupert Selectboard

Clerk of the Board — William Meyer

Special Officer - Thomas Covino

Official Bankihg Institution — Beacon Bank

Offical Banking Instition for Health Reimbursement Account - TD Bank
Official Town Newspaper for Publications — Rutland Herald

MINUTES APPROVAL: IT was moved by Tom Wilson seconded by Phil Mazzucco to approve the minutes
for 10 February and 24 February as submitted; motion approved 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM TOWN CLERK:

1. Closingin the duct work in the Historical Society is scheduled for later in the season.

2. Users of the library seek guidance in adjusting the temperature while using the space. The
consensus was that increasing the temperature while room was in use was fine as long as users
turned the temperature back down to 65 when exiting.

3. The wording on Article 11 to confer tax exemption on the Rupert Village Trust mentions municipal
taxes but not the education tax. The matter will be referred to the listers to check with the relevant

statutes.
TREASURER’S REPQRT:
Cash on hand 1February2026 $1,179,691.06
Receivables 835,984.32
Disbursements 967,404.34

Cash on hand 28February2026 $1,048,271.04



The fact that the Post Office no longer post marks mail at the point and time of mailing raises the issue of

accepting tax payments as timely as long as they are post marked by the due date. This matter will need
further consideration.

COMMUNICATION: Speed Sign Renewal — This would cost $1200 for a three year term. The alternative of
controlling the sign with a tablet needs consideration.

REPORTS:

Highway — Working on report to Vermont Agency of Transportation. Hoping to repave East Street this
season.

Road Commissioner - Problematic trees on roadways soon to be removed.

APPOINTED BOARDS: The Planning Commission will be meeting with the Bennington County Regional
Commission.

OLD BUSINESS:
The following items are still at various stages of being addressed —

Junk yard
911 Coverage Map
Old safe and other disposable items
Smoke alarms for library
Dorset West Road driveway application
Quote for MERP projects on library building

PUBLIC COMMENT: Skip Wilson registered his displeasure with receipt of a plaque recognizing his
contributions to highways improvements five years after his release from the town highway department.
He was displeased with the board in general but singled out Charles Rockwell. He claimed that Charles’s
residence was not in Rupert but was in Pawlet. In the ensuing discussion it was pointed out that there
remain many uncertainties about town and county lines due to imperfect procedures in colonial times
and ensuing loss of records. But in the absence of any concrete evidence to the contrary itremains a
settled matter that Charles Rockwell’s residence is recognized as being in the Town of Rupert.

NEW BUSINESS: None

ADJOURNMENT: Tom Wilson moved seconded by Charles Rockwell to adjourn at 7:22 pm; motion
approved 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Bill Meyer, Clerk of the Board



